
CA- California K-12 Academic Content Standards  
Subject: English Language Arts 
Grade: Grade Six 
Area: Writing 

Standard 2.0: Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
Students write narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive texts of at 
least 500 to 700 words in each genre. Student writing demonstrates a 
command of standard American English and the research, organizational, and 
drafting strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0. 
Concept : Using the writing strategies of grade six outlined in Writing Standard 
1.0, students: 

Benchmark or Example 2.2: Write expository compositions (e.g., 
description, explanation, comparison and contrast, problem and solution): 
a. State the thesis or purpose. b. Explain the situation. c. Follow an 
organizational pattern appropriate to the type of composition. d. Offer 
persuasive evidence to validate arguments and conclusions as needed. 
Benchmark or Example 2.4: Write responses to literature: a. Develop 
an interpretation exhibiting careful reading, understanding, and insight. b. 
Organize the interpretation around several clear ideas, premises, or 
images. c. Develop and justify the interpretation through sustained use of 
examples and textual evidence. 
Benchmark or Example 2.5: Write persuasive compositions: a. State a 
clear position on a proposition or proposal. b. Support the position with 
organized and relevant evidence. c. Anticipate and address reader 
concerns and counterarguments. 

Area : Listening and Speaking 
Standard 2.0: Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
Students deliver well-organized formal presentations employing traditional 
rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, exposition, persuasion, description). 
Student speaking demon-strates a command of standard American English and 
the organizational and delivery strategies outlined in Listening and Speaking 
Standard 1.0. 

Concept : Using the speaking strategies of grade six outlined in Listening 
and Speaking Standard 1.0, students: 

Benchmark or Example 2.4: Deliver persuasive presentations: a. 
Provide a clear statement of the position. b. Include relevant 
evidence. c. Offer a logical sequence of information. d. Engage the 
listener and foster acceptance of the proposition or proposal. 
 

Grade : Grade Seven 
Area : Listening and Speaking 

Standard 2.0: Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
Students deliver well-organized formal presentations employing 
traditional rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, exposition, persuasion, 
description). Student speaking demon-strates a command of standard 
American English and the organizational and delivery strategies outlined 
in Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0. 
Concept : Using the speaking strategies of grade seven outlined in 
Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0, students: 

Benchmark or Example 2.4: Deliver persuasive presentations: a. 
State a clear position or perspective in support of an argument or 
proposal. b. Describe the points in support of the argument and 
employ well-articulated evidence. 



 
Grade : Grade Eight 

Area : Reading 
Standard 3.0: Literary Response and Analysis 
Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of 
literature that reflect and enhance their studies of history and social 
science. They clarify the ideas and connect them to other literary works. 
The selections in Recommended Readings in Literature, Kindergarten 
Through Grade Eight illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials 
to be read by students. 

Concept : Structural Features of Literature 
Benchmark or Example 3.1: Determine and articulate the 
relationship between the purposes and characteristics of 
different forms of poetry (e.g., ballad, lyric, couplet, epic, 
elegy, ode, sonnet). 

Area : Listening and Speaking 
Standard 2.0: Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
Students deliver well-organized formal presentations employing 
traditional rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, exposition, persuasion, 
description). Student speaking demon-strates a command of standard 
American English and the organizational and delivery strategies outlined 
in Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0. 

Concept : Using the speaking strategies of grade eight outlined in 
Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0, students: 

Benchmark or Example 2.1: Deliver narrative presentations 
(e.g., biographical, autobiographical): a. Relate a clear, 
coherent incident, event, or situation by using well-chosen 
details. b. Reveal the significance of, and the subject’s attitude 
about, the incident, event, or situation. c. Employ narrative 
and descriptive strategies (e.g., relevant dialogue, specific 
action, physical description, background description, 
comparison or contrast of characters). 


