	Sandra is a single mom with 2 kids, ages 13 and 8. She has an Associates degree and did have a CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant) license before her oldest child was born. She has been out of the workforce since then, and her license has lapsed.
She now needs to re-enter the workforce, but is unsure whether she wishes to go back to work as a CNA. She needs to work to support her family, and would like a job that pays at least partially for healthcare benefits. In addition, her hours should be flexible enough that she can still care for her children, either before or after school. Her dad can take care of them either time, but not both. Ideally she would work during school hours.
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	Jorge is a 40 year old married farm labor with four children. He has a grade school education and is finding the physical labor of his job increasingly difficult. He would like to get a new, higher paying job. He has strong mechanical abilities and enjoys working with his hands. He is willing to move, but doesn't want to live where it snows.
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	Juan was laid off from a cannery. A father with three kids and third grade education in Mexico, he did not earn an income level that allowed him to save money. He needs to get back to work immediately. Juan has a limited command of English. 
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	Fernando was hurt while operating an alfalfa bale making machine. He will no longer be able to work in this line of work. He is 22 years of age and finished high school. He has been 4 years in this country and emigrated from Mexico. He is living in Woodland. You know from the preliminary information given that he has good grades and needs to get a job that is not physical.
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	John was employed for about 10 years as a mechanic at a trucking company, and has been laid off due to company financial difficulties. His wife works part-time, and they have 2 children, ages 6 and 9. He has his Class A truck driver’s license, with certifications to drive hazardous cargo. He is also an experienced Diesel mechanic with most of his own tools.

John needs a job that will pay most of the expenses and which will provide health insurance for his children. His wife’s hours are very flexible and she can change them to match his schedule, so childcare is not an issue.
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	Francisco is from El Salvador, and has been a custodian at a University for over 25 years. He is well liked by those he works with, and has received several commendations for excellent work. However, he is not young anymore and the work is starting to take a physical toll on him. He estimates that he will not be able to perform his duties past about 3-5 years, and will be forced to quit or retire. Francisco’s limited English skills have prevented him from advancement into custodial management, but his supervisors have long told him that he would be a good custodial foreman.

Francisco supports his wife and 3 children, 2 of whom are in college where he works. They get discounted tuition as a result. His third is in High School, expected to start college next year. If he were to leave the University the discount would go away and he worries that they could not continue due to financial reasons. Remember, his youngest will need about 6 years prior to her graduation from college.
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	Charlie is in his senior year of High School, and doesn’t know what he wants to be when he gets out. His father is a bookkeeper, and encouraged him to take bookkeeping and accounting classes during high school, but while he did very well in them, they do not really interest him.

He has considered college, but is unsure. He enjoys working with people and working with his hands, but took woodshop and didn’t do well. The teacher asked him to stay away from the saws after one incident. He also does not like drawing pictures, but is very good at geometric shapes and visualizing how they might fit together.
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	Alexander was laid off by a Software Company in the famous Silicon Valley. He has 10 years of experience in software development with 5 years in web based application systems. He also spent 45 years in the design of network architecture for a network solutions company. Alexander is divorced and has to pay a substantial amount of money in alimony and child support. He desperately needs a job. Of course, his financial needs demand a high paying occupation. However, Alexander does not want to work in the computer field any longer. He has decided to make a career change. He holds a Bachelor of Science (BA) in Computer Science from the University of California Berkeley.
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