
ScoreDescription

5
• spelling is generally correct, even on hard words
• commas are in the right place
• punctuation is correct for dialogue
• capitalization is correct for proper nouns and at the beginning 
of the sentences
• creative punctuation is used
• paragraphing is correct 

3
• spelling is usually correct, but not on difficult words
• sentences end with the right punctuation
• commas are not always correct or missing
• some paragraphs may run together
• did not indent paragraphs
• dialogue is not always correct
• punctuation is not always correct for dialogue

1
• many words are spelled wrong (even simple words)
• periods, question marks, exclamation points are missing
at the end of the sentences
• there are not any paragraphs (did not even indent)
• commas are missing in the right places
• there is not good understanding of how to punctuate dialogue

Conventions

5
• the lead (beginning) is interesting and the 
conclusion (end) ties up the whole story
• story is told in order
• details fit in the right place
• story doesn’t go too fast or too slow

3
• not a real strong beginning or ending
• story gets confusing at times because of the order
• sentences don’t always connect or flow to the next

1
• there is no real lead (beginning) or conclusion (end) it is 
just a bunch of ideas
• there are no connections between ideas
• very hard to understand the main idea because

Organization

5
• the ideas are fresh and interesting to read
• the main idea has strong details
• there are not a lot questions for the author

3
• ideas need to be a little more interesting to read
• there are some details, but not enough
• more information is needed to understand the main idea

1
• ideas are still not figured out or very clear
• length of story is not enough for development
• everything seems as important as everything else 
( a lot of random thoughts and it is written like a long list)

Ideas
Trait


